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by accommodating all the different types of pupils in one building
a breaking down of class distinctions will follow and the ideal of
social unity will be achieved. Many educationists believe that
it is premature to come to a conclusion until further experience
of the different types has been gained and that the more rational
procedure would be to experiment with different organisations and
to form one's policy in the light of the knowledge so acquired.
The Education Act of 1944 has been amended by two subse-
quent Acts, and its educational policy has been developed through
a large number of Statutory Rules and Orders (S.R. and O.) and
Ministry of Education Circulars. The first amending Act came into
force on 22nd May 1946.
Section 7 of the Act is a very important one. It states that the
collective worship with which the school day in county and volun-
tary schools begins must take place on the school premises. The
managers or governors of an aided or special-agreement school may
desire that on special occasions the collective worship should take
place elsewhere, e.g. in the parish church. They can make arrange-
ments for this, but Circular 111, dated 24th May 1946, reminds
managers that "it is important that parents should be given adequate
notice of any proposal to hold the collective act of worship off the
school premises in case they should wish their children to be excused
from attending, under Section 25(4) of the 1944 Act. The method
of informing parents will be affected by local circumstances, but
it will not be sufficient only to make the time-table entry required
by the regulations. Notice should be prominently displayed in
the school, if possible not less than fourteen days beforehand, and
the children instructed to inform their parents." This concession
does not apply to controlled schools.
The Education (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1948, amends
certain provisions of the principal Act
Section 3 is perhaps the most important of the Act. It amends
the definitions of primary and secondary education as given in
Section 8, Subsection 1, of the principal Act. Primary education
is now defined as that which is suited to the requirements of junior
pupils who have not attained the age of ten and a half years, or of
pupils over that age whom it is expedient to educate in the junior
school. Likewise, secondary education is that suited to pupils who
have attained the age of ten years and six months whom it is deemed
expedient to educate together with older children. This authorises
the promotion of exceptionally able children to a secondary school